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laugh, and laugh, and went on laughing, they couldn't stop, until
the tears ran down. The Englishman squirmed in his chair.
These had been the happiest people in Europe until a few hours
before.	__
In the streets, in the houses, others were weeping. An old
woman, a flower-seller, wept at her stall as The Times correspondent
passed her: CI had two sons killed in Italy fighting for Czecho-
slovakia,' she said. CI don't know what it all means, but I am sure
we didn't deserve this. What have we done?' Everywhere you
saw crowds, laughing, shouting, arguing, crying, gesticulating.
'Our allies and friends have dictated to us sacrifices without
parallel in history,' said the Propaganda Minister, Vavrecka, into
the microphone. The crowds surged through the streets, be-
wildered, shouting, 'Long live Benesh', 'Down with Benesh', 'Long
live the army', 'Down with the Jews', 'No, no, don't sacrifice
Czechoslovakia'. In all history there was nothing to compare with
such a transfer of territory from a country not defeated in war.
Far into the small hours the tumult of despair and faith betrayed
resounded over the city that with a calm spirit had faced its great
ordeal.
The agony of Prague was still at its height when Mr. Chamber-
lain, at midday, reached Cologne. He had expected a shorter
journey. Actually, by the time he had travelled by car to the
Petersberg, hurriedly lunched there, then travelled by car to the
Rhine, and then by ferry to the hotel where Hitler had been com-
fortably resting, it was as hard a journey as the first one.
Mr. Chamberlain, whose chief companion was again the Chief
Economic Adviser, was again surprised. What he found, once
more, was entirely different from his expectations.
I do not want honourable members to think Herr Hitler was
deliberately deceiving me. I do not think so for one moment,
but, for my part, I expected that when I got back to Godesberg
I had only to discuss quietly with him the proposals that I
had brought with me and it was a profound shock to me when
I was told at the beginning of the conversation tKat these
proposals were not acceptable and that they were to be
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